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42,  ’'Wellington  3t.,(St.  John's), 
B'.hACKBURN. 

,w^i:gust,  1946, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Blackburn  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen; 

’7e  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the 
Health  Department  for  the  year  1945.  In  accordance  with 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  it  follows  the  lines  of  the  War-time 
Reports  and  is  restricted  in  scope. 

The  hope  expressed  in  the  last  Annual  Report  that  conditions 
would  soon  return  to  normal  was,  unfortunately,  not  realised, 
and  the  war-time  difficulties  attending  the  carrying  out  of 
essential  Public  Health  work  were  not  alleviated.  The  position 
regarding  labour  for  Cleansing  work  showed  some  improvement  as 
younger  men  were  released  from  the  Porces. 

Yours  obediently, 

C . M.  BRADLRY  ^ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A . W.  CRAVEN 

Sanitary  Inspector, 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  COHDITIOITS. 


Area  in  Acres 

Rateable  Value.  ...  ... 

Estinatcd  Product  of  Id  Rate  ...  ... 

Population.,  Census  19ol...  

Resident  Population,  mid-1945 

(Registrar-General*  s estimate ) 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 


19,472. 

080,106. 


11 ,900. 


11.7 

10.9. 


The  chief  industries  are  cotton  spinning  and  weaving,  paper 
making,  brick  making  and  agriculture.  . 

There  were  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  or  any  sickness 
of  special  note  during  the  year. 

The  health  of  the  District  continues  to  be  good. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 


The  agreement  with  the  County  Borough  of  Blackburn  covering 
the  use  of  their  ambulances  within  the  Rural  District,  was  continued 
The  scheme  was  improved  by  the  resolution  of  the  Council  which 
made  7/6d  per  double  journey  the  maximum  charge  for  the  use  of  the 
ambulance,  the  difference  between  7/Gd,  -nd  the  actual  charge, 
being  met  by  the  Council. 

During  the  year,  the  Accrington  and  District  Joint  Ho3xd.tal 
Board  was  revived  and  although  it  was  not  possible  to  carry  out 
the  building  operations  which  were  •pi’ojected  in  1939,  arrangements 
were  made  to  re-open  the  v/hole  of  Bull  Hill  Hospital,  Darwen. 

The  position  is  now,  therefore,  that  cases  of  Infectious  diseases 
occurring  within  this  district  are  being  effectively  dealt  with 
at  the  Darwen  Hospital  without  difficulty.  The  position  is 
much  improved  from  the  somewhat  casual  arrangem.ents  V7hich  had  to 
be  made  for  the  treatment  of  infectious  diseases  in  the  past. 

SAHITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Water  Suppl.v . 


Owing  to  the  continuation  of  the  difficult  war-time  conditions 
no  extensions  of  water  mains,  either  belonging  to  the  County 
Borough  or  the  Municipal  Borough  of  Darwen,  in  whose  area  of 
supply  this  district  lies,  have  been  made.  A large  ijcrcentage 
of  the  houses  within  the  district  arc  served  bj?'  these  two  water 
authorities,  but  there  arc  still  a considerable  number  of  dwelling 
houses  and  dairy  farms  which  arc  not  adequately  served  with  a 
piped  water  supply.  The  xjsrishcs  where  piped  supplies  are  in 
demand  or  incxistent  are  Hellor,  Tockholcs,  Yatc  & Pickup  Bank, 
and  parts  of  Baldcrstonc  and  Osbaldcston,  and,  of  course,  several 


/ 


of  the  remoter  parts  of  other  parishes. 

Analysis  of  the  piped  supply  is  carried  out  regularly  by  the 
supplying  authorities  ajid  whilst  there  is  some  ijlurabo  solvent 
action  in  the  water  it  has  aijparently  caused  no  ill  effect,. 


Two  samples  of  water  from  supplies  other  than  pipe,  were 
taken  and  sent  for  Bacteriological  analysis.  These  were  obtained 
from: - 

1.  Higher  Cadshaw  Farm,  Clayton-lc-dale , and. 

2.  Pleasant  View,  L’ccleshill. 

The  former  was  satisfactory,  the  latter  polluted,  and  in 
this  instance  the  residents  were. warned  to  boil  all  water,  pending 
the  provision  of  an  alternative  supply, 

2,896  dwelling  houses  arc  supplied  with  a piped  water  supply 
over  a sink  inside  the  dwelling;  as  a temporary  measure, 
approximately  thirty  houses  are  supplied  from  a stand  pipe  in. 
Barker  Lane,  Me 11 or. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage , 

During  the  yOar  it  was  still  not  possible  to  carry  out  any 
work  of  importance  either  on  the  sewerage  system  or  sewage  works, 
and  only  maintenance,  works  were  done.  The  effluent  from  two 
works  did  not  give  rise  to  any  complaint  from  the  Rivers  Board. 


In  the  course  of  privy  conversion  works  in  t he  parish  of 
Billington,  it  was  found  that  the  sewage  from  fifteen  houses 
was  discharging  into  the  River  Caldcr,  All  these  houses  have 
nov/  been  picked  up  into  the  Councils’  sewers. 


Closet  Accommodation. 


Privy  Middens 

Pail  Closets ... 

Dry  Ashpits 

Fresh  Water  Closets 

Waste  "fater  Closets 

Moveable  Ashbins  ... 

Pail  Closets  converted  to  fresh  water 

closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

Humber  of  houses  at  which  moveable  Ashbins 

have  been  substituted  for  Ashpits 


Nil. 

739. 

12. 

2,633. 

77, 

2,047. 

47. 

150. 


A considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  pail  closets  over 
to  the  water  carriage  system  is  due  to  the  application  of  a grant 
aided  scheme,  which  was  put  into  operation  last  year,. 


As  in  previous  years,  the  sale  of  dustbins  to  the  public 
was  continued. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


The  collection  of  household  refuse,  night  soil  end  salvage 
bg  the  Council’s  own  men  was  continued  throughout  the  gear,  and 
most  of  the  parish  of  Tockholcs  was  added  to  that  major  portion 
of  the  district  dealt  with  by  direct  labour.  The  only  jjarts  of 
the  whole  district  now  being  scavenged  by  the  contract  system 
arO'  those  where  the  condition  of  the  roads  pjrohihits  the  use  of 
motor  vehicles. 


The  following  figures  summarise  the  amount  of  refuse  collected 
by  your  own  men  and  the  Contractors  during  the  year. 


Visits  to 

Premises. 


Panri 

Emptied . 


Blnis 

Lmptied . 


Loads. 


T.  C.  Q. 

(Estimated) . 


127,800.  40,200.  87,600. 


1,688.  3406.  17.  -. 


SALVAGE. 


The  following 

weights 

of  Sa 

Ivagcd 

materials 

were  collected  and 

and  sold  during  the 

year. 

Material. 

Quantity. 

Value . 

T. 

0. 

Q. 

LBS. 

.£ . s . 

d. 

Pa per. 

47. 

4. 

1. 

293.  3. 

4? 

Kitcheii  Waste. 

44. 

4. 

• 

66.  4. 

6. 

Bones. 

6. 

14. 

4. 

18.  17. 

4. 

Textiles, 

6. 

17, 

1. 

20. 

93.  16. 

ly 

Bottles  and  Jars. 

1140 

4 doz. 

52.  5. 

li 

Non-ferrous  Metals. 

6. 

2. 

45. 

9.  19. 

9. 

Rubber. 

1. 

7. 

3. 

• 

2.  1. 

8. 

106. 

13. 

3. 

69 . 

536.  7. 

loi- 

11404 

doz. 

Profit  on  Dustbins 

for  the 

year. 

• • • 

• • 

• • 

. . £11.  .16  ,. 

lOd. 

Profit  on  Sanitary 

Pails. 

c i 

« • • 

• « 

• • 

. . £2.  14 , 

Od. 

SanitarA/  Inspections-. 


Number  of  Premises  visited. 
Defects  or  Nuisances  found. 

Number  abated 

Informal  Notices  served  ... 
Statutory.  Notices  served.  . . 


822. 

18. 

10. 

15. 

11. 


The  above  table  docs  not  include  re-visits  and  routine 
inspections  at  which  no  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 


Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds . 


The 'licencing  of  all  known  moveable  dwellings  was  again  done 
under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

There  are  probably  a considerable  number  of  vans  in  some 
inaccessible  parts  of  the  district  to  which  no  licence  has  been 
granted,  and  it  is  hardly  the  proper  time  to  deal  with  these, 
owing  to  the  acute  shortage  of  dwellings  throughout  the  country 
As  soon  as  conditions  permit,  it  is  hoped  that  these  can  be  dealt 
with  under  the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts. 

Smoke  Abatement , 

Several  smoke  observation  were  carried  out  throughout  the 
year  on  factory  chimneys  within  the  district,  and  in  most  cases 
the  emission  of  black  smoke  was  in  excess  of  that  usually 
permitted  by  Bye-lav;s. 

A further  application  was  made  to  the  ilinistry  for  confir- 
mation of  a Bye-law  made  by  the  Council  during  1943,  This 
request  was,  unfortunately,  refused.  Ibilst  the  conditions 
attending  the  use  of  inferior  fuels  is  appreciated,  it  would  be 
a great  help  in  dealing  with  smoke  nuisances,  if  these  Bye-laws 
could  be  confirmed  without  further  delay,- 

VHRMIN  IHPrSTATI ON . 


Rodent  Control. 


The  pressure"  of  work  under  this  heading  was  relieved 
considerably  during  the  year  under  review,  after  the  survey  of 
the  district  and  the  treatment  of  the  resevoir  major  and  minor 
infestations  found. 

It  was  not  found  possible  to  carry  out  a further  treatment 
of  the  sewers  and  sevmge  v7orks  owing  to  labour  difficulties. 

Eight  minor  infestations  by  rats  and  mice  were  effectively 
dealt  with.  Two  treatments  were  made  at  factories  within  the 
district,  the  occupiers  of  which  have  a contract  with  the  Council 
to  keep  ti.eir  rodent  population  under  control. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  Rodent  Operator  left  the  service 
of  this  Authority  in  February,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  year 
we  were  dependent  upon  operators  borrowed  from  the  neighbouring 
County  Borough  of  Blackburn, 


One  of  these  Infcstntions  wns,  on  investigntion,  found  to  be 
nrising  from  n smnll  streom,  the  rots  immigro ting  to  neorby 
premises  in  seorcb  of  food.  The  strenm  wns  bnited  with  consider- 
able success  and  there  wns  no  recurrence  of  the  infestation. 

Bed  Bug  Infestation, 

Two  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  during 
the  year,  and  these  were  effectively  dealt  with  by  the  use  of  a 
proprietory  spraying  fluid.  Subsequent  inspections  failed  to 
reveal  any  recurrence  of  the  trouble. 

Infestation  of  Fleas . 

One  house  was  similarly  effectively  dealt  with  for  infestation 
of  fleas  and  no  further  complaints  were  received. 

HOUSING. 

Housing  conditions  throughout  the  district  were  fairly  good 
although,  in  common  with  most  other  districts,  the  result  of  neglect 
during  the  ¥i?ar  years  is  very  apparent. 

Following  the  publj.cation  of  the  ’’Hobhouse”  report  and  the 
report  of  the  County  Technical  Sub-Committee  on  Rural  Housing,  the 
Council  resolved  to  obtain  additional  staff  to  carry  out  the 
survey  of  the  district  required. 

It  was  unfortunately  not  possible  to  obtain  the  services 
of  an  additional  qualified  inspector,  and  consequently  unqualified 
staff  had  to  be  trained,  and  a start  was  made  on  the  survey. 

There  is  still  a marked  shortage  of  houses  for  the  requirements 
of  returned  service  men  and  to  make  up  for  the  absence  of  civilian 
building  during  the  war  years,  at  the  end  of  the  year  sites  had 
been  obtained  for  two  Council  housing  schemes,  and  the  selection 
of  a further  one  was  imminent.  The  Council  have  decided  upon 
the  house  types  and  design  for  a total  number  of  60  houses  on 
the  three  sites,  although  no  start  was  actually  made  on  the  v/ork. 

Statistics. 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  , ... 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  ... 

CtS^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4:1  0 » 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 419. 

Number  of  dvife lling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state... 

GO  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit. 

for  human  habitation 4. 


15. 


Number  of  clwelling-bouses  found,  not  to  be  in  all... 

respects  reasonablj^  fit  for  human  habitation 

Humber  of  defective  dvi/elling-houses  rendered  fit  . , 

in  consequence  of  informal  action,  ...  . ...  ...  7. 

INS PICT I ON  AND  SUrNRVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Mi].k  Supply. 

Nverj’'  effort  was  made  to  keep  the  standard  of  the  dairy  farms 
in  the  Area  at  a high  level 5 and  to  this  end  frequent  inspections 
were  made. 

Of  the  182  samples  of  milk  taken  and  sent  for  the  Methylene 
Blue  Reductase,  B.  Coli  and  Total  Bacterial  Count  tests,  49  failed 
to  pass  the  tests.  As  in  previous  years,  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  followed  up  and  advice  given  to  the  producer  where 
his  methods  were  wrong.  In  each  case  further  samples  were  taken 
which  generall3!'  proved  satisfactory. 

The  experience  gained  during  the  year  only  serves  to  confirm 
that  most  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  caused  by  the  imperfect 
sterilisation  of  utensils  and  milk  being  insufficiently  cooled, 
due  either  to  absence  or  inadequacy  of  the  water  supply. 

There  were  also  12  samples  taken  and  sent  for  the 
bacteriological  test  for  Tuberculosis;  none  of  these  samples 
proved  to  be  positive. 

One  milk  bottle  was  borrowed  and  sent  for  bacteriological 
examination  for  sterility.  This  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

During  the  summer  four  samples  of  Ice-cream  were  taken  and 
sent  for  bacteriological  analysis.  Two  of  these  were 
unsatisfactory,  these  being  followed  up  and  the  methods  of 
manufacture  of  the  persons  concerned  thoroughly  gone  into,  resulting 
in  a further  two  sam.ples  being  satisfactory. 

The  undermentioned  list  contains  particulars  relating  to  the 
dairy  farms  within  the  district.  Of  these,  six  cowsheds  were 
reconditioned  during  the  year,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  S560,  and 
one  new  dairy  cowshed  erected  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £1,000. 

Meat  and  Other  B'oods. 

All  carcases,  including  pigs  slaughtered  by  farmers  under 
Ministry  of  Pood  licence,  v/ere  inspected  immediately  after 
slaughter. 


The  numbers  wore:- 


Bulls . 

Cows. 

Calves . 

Sheep  and  Lambs. 

Swine 

1. 

32. 

24. 

56. 

65. 

Meat 

and  Offal 

Surrendered. 

Disease  . We  ip;ht . 


Beef. 

Generalised  Tuberculosis. 

1,496. 

Pyaemia  and  Emaciation. 

630. 

Beef  Offal. 

Distomatosis. 

76. 

Localised  Tuberculosis. 

11.5. 

Generalised  Tuberculosis. 

80. 

Pyaemia  and  Emaciation. 

630. 

Pork. 

O'e  dema. 

200. 

Pork  Offal. 

Localised  Tuberculosis, 

74. 

Other  Poods  Surrendered. 


Plums . 

Decomposition.  1,008. 

Tomato  Puree. 

Holed  and  damaged  cans.  1,0332. 

Prevelance  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


No  large  outbreak  of  infectious  diseases  occurred  during  the 
year,  and  the  ?;hole  of  the  cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified  from 
the  Institutions  within  the  Area, 

The  Accrington  and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board,  of  which 
this  Authority  is  a member,  was  again  active  and  this  obtained 
the  services  of  Bull  Hill  Isolation  Hospital,  Darwen,  which  was 
formerly  not  fully  in  use,  and  the  whole  of  the  infectious  diseases 
cases  vi/hich  it  was  necessary  to  treat  in  hospital  wore  dealt  with 
there,  instead  of,  as  in  former  years,  by  arrangement  for  each 
individual  case.  This  represents  a very  considerable  improvement 
over  the  practice  of  former  years. 

The  arrangement  regarding  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  being  kept  at 
Police  Stations  throughout  the  Area  for  the  use  of  General 
Practitioners  was  continued. 


Notification  of  infectious  diseases 


1 

i 

Disease . 

i * ' ’ 

i ‘ • 

Total  j i I ; 

cases  ■ i ! 

at  'Under!  1-’ 2-' 3-' 4- 

all  1 ! 2.  3.  4. : 5. 

ages.,  1 i ; 1 

! ’ ' 

5- 

10. 

no- 

ils. 

! 

1 

i 

15- 

20. 

t_ 

, 

1 

1 

:20- 

;35, 

i 

t 

1 

L. 

i 

3 .|65& 
65.  iovei’ 

i 

i 

Cases 
admit- 
ted to 
Mospi- 
tal. 

Total  j 
number  i 
of  i 

Deaths .! 

Scarlet 

Fever, 

24  ■ 

J 

1 

1 i 

1 i 

1.  21 

10  ! 5 
! 

. d . .... 

2 

; 2 

2: 

16 

Diphtheri^. 

3 ; 

1 r 

1-1  2j 

1 

i 

1.: 

2. 

. 

i 

Measles . 

27  ; 

2 5 ; 3 

13 

1 

i'~" ' '1  - ■ 

....  , L .... 

j 

I"  ■! 

V/bo  oping 
Dough _ 

6.! 

i 1 

i 1|  1 

2 

1 

— 

i 

1 : 

! 

1 i 

1 

Pneumonia. 

89 

r 

1 

• i 

O ' } 

o ; 

12 

14 

24 

26 

i 

11 1 

1 

Puarperal 

Pyrexia. 

1 , 

i ■ 

♦ 

j : 

i 1 

' } 

' j 

1 

i 

1 

i 

J 

14  1 

1 

1 

Polio- 

encepha- 

litis. 

i 

\ 

\ 

: i" 

i j 

■ j 

. 

Dysentery. 

149 

1:  2|  5 

41 

32 

23 

31 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

1 

1 

1 ’ 
_ i I 

! i 

' i 

i...  . 1 

j 

i 

> 

! 

Erysipelas. 

_8  i 

- \ 

I i 

. I 

! 1 

( 

! i 

1 

1 

2 

4 ^ 

1 

1 

Totals . 

308  ’ 

- 

i ~j 

1 ' 

2 '21 

• ? 
t ' 

vlio!  9 

_ 

79 

. 

53 



63 



1 

33  1 

i 

21 

2 

Tuberculosis 


New  cases  and  Mortality 


I New  Cases.  Deaths. 

'Age  Periods,  i Respiratory .•  Non  Respira-  Respiratory  , Non 

! ! ' tory.  i 


M 


M 


Respira- 

tory. 

P 


Under  1 year 

! “““V  ““T  '■: 

: ‘ ‘ j ' ' 

1 

1-5  years. 

; 

i 

i 1 L : 

5-10  ” 

i 

i 

' " 1 

1 1 

i 

10  - 15  *' 

■ 

' 

:■  j 

-•  i 

1 i 

. 1 

15  - 20  '* 

1 

1 

i 

! 1 1. 

j 

20  - 25  ” 

1 

; ■ 1 

I ■ 

f 

25  - 35  '• 

■■  i ' : 1 

' 

35  - 45  ” 

i • 

^ 1 

45  - 55 

2 

1 

' 

1 3 i 1 

i 

1 ■ ^ 

1 

! 

_L__ 

155  - 65  ” 

1 

i 

1 

i65  & over. 

1 

1 

1 

I 

! 

I Total. 

, 4 

4 

1 

; - , 4 1 S 

" i J" 

> 

Disinfections. 


Disease . 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Tuberculjosis. 
Puerperal  Pyrexia. 


No.  of  di_sinfec_yons_. 

20.  


3. 


D i Dh  t h e r i a immun i s a t i on . 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  immunised 
during  the  ;7oar.  . 


1 

i 

i Ages- 
i years. 

( 

1 i 

j No.  of  children'  ,No.  of  children  .who 
j completely;  ! ceased  to  attend 

j inraunised.  j before  completion 

! 1 of  course. 

! ' 
i Type  of  1 

Prophylactic  ! 

i used  ! 

i 

1 ' ■ . 

{ 

: 1- 

! 13.  I 

8. 

: A.P.T 

i 

. Wellcome,  j 

J 

I 

1 2. 

! 1 

1. 

! i» 

1 

! 

u j 

i 3, 

1 

1.  1 

1. 

! M 

— j- 

w 

f 

! 4. 

) 

1.  5 

; 

! . 

H 

' 

o . 

1 

• 

1 

i 

, n 

II 

6. 

K 

i 

{ 

It  1 

i 

■ 

T. 

I 

n 

8. 

i 

1 

! 

” 1 

i 9. 

1 

-L  • < 

; II 

! 

o 

1 

j 

I 

1. 

i It 

II  1 

11  d over. 
1 

1.  ■ 

1. 

u 

II 

{ ; 
i 

! Total. 

23,  1 

12. 

J 

— — — ■ 

The  percentage  of  the  child  population  of  the  district  which 
had  been  immunised  against  Diphtheria  to  the  end  of  1945  were: 

Pre-School  Age.  60.3 
School  Age.  93,0 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  from  amongst  the 
imm.unised  children. 


/ 


\ 


■ 


